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JOE MILLER. 


Our pfesent engraviug is a correct fac-simile of a 
Benefit Ticket, designed by Hogarth for his facetious 
friend, the immortal Joe Miller; and as the origiual 
print is “ extremely scarce,” we hope our readers will 
thank us for the present copy, which we have been at 
aes pains to make correct in the most minute parti- 
cular. 

The design represents a scene from the ‘Old Ba- 
chelor” in which Joe Miller performed the part of Sir 
Joseph Wittol. The passage selected for illustration is 
the first scene of the third act, where Bluff the compa- 
nion and bully of Sir Joseph gets a severe kicking from 


« Sir Joseph. Oh! Lord, Captain, come, jus@fy yourself,— 
T’ll give him the lie, if you ’Il stand to it. 

Sharper. Nay, then I’ll be before hand with you, take 
that -—Oaf !— (Cuffs him - 

Sir Jos. Captain !—Will you see this?—Won’t you pink 
his soul ?— 

Bluff. Hush ?—’Tis not so convenient now—I shall find 
a time. 

Sharp. What do you mutter about time, rascal ?—Bhere’s 
to put you in mind of your.timje?— A memorandum !— 

(Kicks him. 

Bluff. Oh!—This is your time, Sir ; you had best make 

sure on’t. 
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Sharp. I gad?—and soI will!—There’s again for you. 
( Kicks him. 

Bluf. You are obliging, Sir, but this is too public a 
place * thank you in ;—but in your ear—you are to be seen 
again !— 

ok Aye!—thou inimitable coward, and to be felt— 
as for example. (Kicke him.” &c. 

But we must stop short in our quotation, for were we 
to copy one speech more we should not be able to lay 
down the book till we had fairly transcribed the whole 
of the scene. 

But to return to our friend Joe Miller. He is reported 
to have been a very lively comic actor, and a great 
favourite of the town in several characters; particularly 
in Ben, in Love for Love ; but in this character he after- 


wards lost much of his fame from Cibber’s taking up the , 


part; who, though he played it but seldom, yet damped 
the ardour of the public in their applause of Miller. 

Sir Joseph Wittol was a crack part of Miller’s, and 
he is represented in this character in the frontispiece to 
the original edition of his Jests. It may perhaps be 
curious to remark here, that this book was compiled by 
a dramatic writer of the name of Motley; indeed, poor 
Joe was so far disqualified from writing, that he even 
could not read ; and we are told that his only or princi- 
pal object in marrying was, to have a person about him, 
that was capable of reading his parts to him. 

He passed much of his leisure time with that eccen- 
tric performer Spiller; and their gene-al place of ren- 
dezvous was at the Spiller’s Head in Clare-market, 
where, no doubt, the greater part of his good jokes were 
originally cracked for the amusement of his jovial com- 
panions. 

This true son of mirth died in 1738, at the age of 
fifty-four, and was buried in St. Clement’s Church Yard. 
The following extraordinary lines, the composition of 

the noted Stephen Duck, Queen Caroline’s poet, were 
engraved on his tombstone. 














DECLINE OF THE DRAMA. 


Here lye the remains of 
Honest Joe Mitcer, 
Who was 
A tender Husband, 

A sincere Friend, 

A facetious Companion, 
And an excellent Comedian. 


If humour, wit, and honesty could save 

The hum’rous, witty, honest from the grave, 

The grave had not so soon this tenant found 

With honesty, and wit, and humour crown’d ; 

Or, could esteem and love preserve our breath, 

Or guard us longer from the stroke of death, 

The stroke of death on him had later fell 

Whom all mankind esteemed and loved so well. 
SrepuHen Duck. 





| THE DECLINE OF THE DRAMA, CONSIDERED. 


Sir, 
If any one will take the trouble to refer back to 

the history of the Stage from the restoration of Charles 
IL.to the present time, he will find it invariably the 
case, that whenever two companies were tolerated in the 
same town, the weaker of the two was always obliged 
to have recourse to the mummeries of Pantomime, 
dancing, &c, to obtainan audience, and that whenever 
the other Company attempted to oppose them with their 
own weapons, and degraded themselves by the introduc- 
tion of similar fooleries, the struggle invariably terminat- 
ed in the ruin of both parties. For instance, when Rich 
opened the Theatre in Lincoln’s Inn, in opposition to 
the regular company in Drury Lane, no sooner were 
dramatic performances permitted at two Theatres, than 
the manager of the weaker company was obliged to resort 
to foreign aid, and to oppose his antagonist with other 
weapons than the merits of his actors, or excellence of the 
pieces represented by them. The performers who were 
under Rich’s management were so much inferior to those 
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at Drury Lane, that the latter carried away all the ap- 
plause and favour of the town. In this distress, the 
genius of the new manager suggested to him a new 
species of entertainment: Pantomimes were now brought 
forward, and so much were the public captivated with 
the novelty of the exibition, that the standard perfor- 
mances at Drury Lane were nearly deserted; and, as 
sound and shew had in the last century obtained a 
victory over sense and reason, the same event would 
have followed again, if the company at Drury Lane had 
not thought it advisable to adopt the same measures; we 
all know that the result was far from profitable. Hear 
what Colley Cibber says upon this subject, in that 
delightful little work, the Apology for his Life: “I have 
upon several occasions already observed, that when 
one company is too hard for another, the lower in repu- 
tation, has always been forced to exhibit some new- 
fangled foppery to draw the multitude after them. Of 
these experiments, singing and dancing had _for- 
merly been the most effectual ; but at the time I am 
speaking of, our English music had been so discoun- 
tenaced, since the taste of Italian opers prevailed, that 
it was to no purpose to pretend to it. Dancing, there- 
fore, was now the only weight in the opposite scale, 
and as the new Theatre sometimes fonud their account 
in it, it could not be safe wholly to neglect it.” 

Hence he adds, “sprung forth that succession of 
monstrous medleys, that have so long infested the stage, 
and which arose upon one another alternately at both 
houses, outvying in expence, like contending bribes at 
an election, to secure a majority of the multitude.” 

The latter clause of this extract, very forcibly shews 
the unlimited expences which attend these kind of spec- 
tacles; when two theatres are determined to outvye 
one another in the splendour with which they are pro- 
duced. For, what bounds can we set’ to the scene 
painter’s imaginations, or the machinist’s contrivances? 
’ It has been complained by the patentees of the larger 
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Theatres, that the minor Theatres are permitted to 
infringe upon their exclusive privileges, by performing 
the legitimatedrama. The complaint is groundless; it 
is the patent theatres that have first disgraced them- 
selves by condescending to imitate the performances of 
the minor theatres, by introducing on their boards, the 
senseless mummeries and spectacles that were formerly 
confined to the shows of Bartholomew fair, and the 
very lowest of minor theatres. Having once stepped 
down from their lofty bulwarks which formerly secured 
them from all the attacts of their pigmy rivals, the spell 
was broken which marked the distinction between thier 
performances, and those of the minor theatres, which 
they were mean enough to infringe upon. They set 
the fashion for these degenerate species of entertain- 
ment, the public caught the infection, and tragedy and 
comedy were neglected for melodrama and burlesque. 
Mark the consquence; the minor theatres now finding 
themselves on a more level footing with the patentees, 
took advantage of their position, wmproved their perfor- 
mances, and, as they offered them at alower rate 
than their rivals, they drew away the audiences which 
formerly patronized the regular drama, but who now 
were not clever enough to distinguish a proportionable 
superiority in the performances of the larger houses, to 
compensate for their higher prices of admission. 

In concluding my present communication, allow me 
to offer one piece of advice to the managers of Covent 
Garden Theatre; which is, that if they get over their 
present difficulties, which I sincerely trust they may do, 
they will make one bold attempt to regain their original 
footing ; let them engage good sensible actors, let them 
rummage over our old standard comedies and tragedies, 
let them produce these in a respectable manner; let 
them dispense, generally speaking, with the scene pain- 
ter, the carpenter, and the tailor, and let them call in, 
in their stead, the assistance of some really clever but 
perhaps hitherto neglected ‘author, (not a translator or com- 
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pur), who may be able to write them an original and a 
good tragedy, a good comedy, and some good farces ;— 
let them do this, and persevere for the space of one sea- 
sor, and I shall not despair to see Covent Garden ‘I hea- 
tre, once more on the same proud eminence, which it 
formerly maintained. 
I remaiz Sir, 
Your's &e. 
D. D. G. 





COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 


Ar the present moment, when the distresses of Covent 
Garden Theatre are the subject of such general interest, the 
following methodical and brief account of the affairs of this 
theatre from the earliest period to the present day, will we 
hope be acceptable to those who are desirous of understand- 
ing the origin and progress of those distresses, and the object 
now in dispute between the proprietors. 

This Theatre was first opened in 1733, by John Rich the 
celebrated Harlequin, son of Christopher Rich, who had 
purchased Sir William Davenant's patent of his heirs. Rich 
died in 1761, leaving all property in the theatre, to Mr. 
Beard his son-in-law, his widow, and some others. In 1767, 
Messrs. Colman, Harris, Powell, and Ratherford, purchased 
the Theatre for £60,000, each having a quarter share ; 
and the management of the theatre was intrusted to Colman. 
After seven years however, these Gentlemen disagreeing 
amongst themselves, Mr. Harris purchased the shares of 
Messrs. Colman and Rutherford; Mr. Powell still retaining 
the other share. In 1772, the theatre was partly rebuilt, 
and a new lease obtained of the late Duke of Bedford, the 
ground rent being raised to £940 per anuum. 

In or about the year 1803, Mr. John Kemble purchased 
a sixth share of the whole property of Mr. Harris for £22,000 
and became stage manager: when the property was divided 
as follows ;—-Harris fourteen 24ths, Powell six 24ths, 
Kemble four 24ths. On September 20, 1808, the theatre 
was burned to the ground, and the company performed dur- 
ing the remainder of the season at the King’s Theatre in the 
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Hay-market. The Theatre was completely rebuilt from 
designs by Mr. Smirke, in less than one year, and on Sep- 
tember 18, 1809, the present edifice was opened to the public, 
with the tragedy of Macbeth. In order to repay themselves 
for the enormous loss which they had sustained, the managers 
attempted to raise the prices of admission to the boxes and 
pit, to seven and four shillings respectively: this measure 
the public indignantly opposed, and after a stout contest of 
about two months, succeeded in defeating ; but still the price 
to the boxes was advanced to 7s. As we intend giving an 
interesting and correct narrative of this famous struggle, 
which will ever be memorable as the ‘‘ O. P. row,” in our 
next number; we shall at present refrain from further par- 
ticulars, contenting ourselves with giving an account of the 
losses, which this event added to the expences of rebuilding 
the theatre, entailed upon the proprietors. The new Theatre 
cost about £300,000, of which sum .£130,000 was recovered 
from the Insurance Offices, on account of the old meterials, 
&c. : £50,000 of the remainder being raised by way of loan, 
in shares of £500 each ; on which the interest was to be paid. 

About the year 1810, Mr. Harris retired, and deputed his 
son, the present proprietor, tothe management. In 1822, 
Mr. Kemble also asigned his share to his brother Mr. Charles 
Kemble , when the firm consisted of Messers. Harris, C. 
Kemble, Const, Forbes, and Willet ; the latter three gentle- 
men enjoying their right through Messrs. Martindale and 
White, who married Powell’s daughters, who, as we stated 
above, retained one quarter share in the property. 

In the year 1821, Mr, Harris, Jun. also retired, leaving 
the management of the theatre, to Messrs. Kemble, Willet, 
and Forbes, who agreed to lease the theatre for ten years, 
at the rent of £12,000 per annum. ‘In 1823, Mr. Const 
filed a bill in Chancery, which stated that a deed had been 
entered into by the proprietors in 1812, wherein they agreed 
that the funds of the theatre should be applied tothe liquida- 
tion of their old debt; Mr. Cost also complained that the 
funds had been misapplied, and prayed that the deed of 1812, 
might be established. On this Mr. Robertson was appointed 
as receiver or treasurer in 1824, 

s. In 1824, however, Mr. Harris filed another bill in Chan- 
cery against Messrs, Kemble, Willet, and Forbes, requiring 
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of the defendants, the specific performance of the ceed of 

1822. In this object, however, he did not succeed, as, after 

a great deal of litigation on each sides, the Lord Chancellor 

determined on May 29, 1829, ‘that the agreement of 1822, 

could not be by a decree of his court so specifically performed.” 

anos is now awaiting the decision of the House of 
) 


Cheatrical Diary. 


HAY MARKET. 


August 27.—Nothing Superfluous ; Sweethearts & Wives 5 
Happiest Day of my Life ; Lodgings for Single Gentlemen. 
— Ups and Downs ; Fish out of Water ; All’s 

ight ; 

39..-Ups and Downs; Paul Pry ; Nothing Superfluous. 

31.—Lover’s Vows; Happiest Day of my Life ; Illus- 
trious Stranger. For the Benefit of Mr. Liston. 

We cannot imagine what could have induced Mr. Liston 
to select the ‘“‘ Lover’s Vows” for his benefit, and still more 
are we perplexed to discover his object in ‘‘ attempting” the 
part of the Baron Wildenhaim. It will be sufficient to 
observe, that this serious character excited the greatest 
merriment in the audience. 

Sept. 1.—Faratiry, (first time); Clandestine Marriage ; 
Youth Love and Folly. 

Dram. Per.—General Loverule, Thompson; Edward, 
Brindal; Bertrand, Cooper; Lachbrain, Webster; Mrs. 
Lackbrain, Mrs. Glover. 

Plot.—Susanna and Edward were, in their youth, sworn 
lovers ; but General Loverule, father of the latter, not approv- 
ing of their union, had caused the former to be married to 
Bertrand, now a farmer, but formerly a soldier; while his 
son Edward very obediently accepts the hand of a dashing 
lady of quality. But it soon turns out, that neither the young 
lady, nor the young gentleman, thcugh they are both exemp- 
lary in their separate characters of wife and husband, can 
forget their former mutual .attachment. Edward’s wife 
having eloped from her lord, he seizes that opportunity to 
come down to his farther’s country seat, and arrives at the 
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farmer’s house. On his arrival Susanna’s confusion excites 
the suspicions of Bertrand, and being obliged to go out that 
evening on business, he enjoins his wife not to see Edward 
during his absence. She promises to obey him, and causes 
all the doors and gates to be fastened, to prevent his intru- 
sion; but the cunning young soldier is before-hand with 
her, having concealed himself in a cupboard in the room, 
from which, when she is alone, he comes forth, forces her to 
listen to his misfortunes, and entreats her pity; she conjures 
him to leave her, he at length obeys, but just as he is taking 
his leave, the candle is blown out, aud they are left together 
in the dark. In this most awkward situation they are discover- 
ed by Bertrand, whose suspicions are now cenfirmed ; he will 
not listen to an explanation from either party; he goes to a 
cupboard, takes down a brace of pistols, and challenges 
Edward to follow him; his challenge is accepted, they hasten 
out, and the old General walks in; ina moment two shots 
are fired, Bertrand rushes in, the General asks him if he has 
killed his son, he falls on his knees and exclaims: ‘ Do not 
curse me !”’—all this is the business of a minute,—a Picture 
is formed, and the curtain falls ! 

As this interesting production was received with great and 
general applause, which completely smothered a few straggling 
“Noes,” we shall forbear making any remarks upon its merits 
as acomposition, in doing which we should have to fight 
against such a multitude as we are unable to encounter. Of 
the performers, Mr. Cooper acted with greater energy and 
warmth than we have generally observed in his style ; and 
Miss F. H. Kelly, though she sometimes pronounced with too 
much laboured precision, supported the character of the 
virtuous but ill fated Susanna, with great delicacy and truth. 
Mrs. Glover, who is a very clever actress, performed with 
great spirit as the jgood natured gossipping Mrs. Lackbrain ; 
and Webster was very amusing as her very docile husband. 
This piece is translated from ‘‘ Les suites de la marriage de 
Raison,” by Miss Boaden, the adapter of ‘‘ Quite Correct.” 

3.—Speed the Plough; Fatality ; Mancuvring ; "T'wixt 
the Cup and the Lip. 

Sept. 4,—She Would and She Would not; Fatality ; 
Miser ; Lottery Ticket. 

Cibber’s admirable comedy of “ She Would and She 
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Would not” was revived this evening, on the whole, in 
avery respectable manner. The Don Manunl of Mr. 
Farren was a very striking performance ; the exactitude 
with which this actor depicts the infirmities and whims of 
old age is avery surprising, but certainly, in many in- 
stances, a very painful exhibition, Cooper was quite 
au fait as Don Philip, and Vining, as Octavio, per- 
formed with great ability. Of the ladies, Miss F. H. 
Kelly claims especial notice, both on account of the im- 
portance of the character she sustained, (Hypolita) and 
the admirable manner in which she acquitted herself ; 
she was often loudly and deservedly applauded. In the 
Lottery Ticket, that very clever and very studious actor , 
lictle Webster, performed in a very creditable manner as 
Wormwood. 

5.—Fatality ; School for Scandal ; Charles XII. 

J. Reeve is one of those actors who will undertake any 
character and never fail ;—there is a dashing impudence 
about him that throws his audience off their guard and 
commands their attention and applause. We need not 
“= that Adam Brock found a very able representative in 

im. 

7.—Fatality ; Laugh when you can; Miser; the Mil- 
liners. 

Munden’s part of Bonus was admirably sustained by 
Farren, Lewis’s Gossomer by Vining, and honest heart- 
ed Sambo by Cooper. The latter gentlemen was, how- 
ever, unmercifully blustracious in many speeches, and 
made the walls of the theatre ring again with his stento- 
rian voice ;—we suppose he was practising to get his 
throat in tune for the opening of Drury Lane. We mast 
not forget to mention Mrs. Faucit and Mrs. Humby, who 
supported the characters of Mrs. Mortimer and Emily in 
a very excellent style. 

8.—Fatality ;.Rule a Wife and have .a Wife; Charles 
XI; Lottery Ticket. 

The principal characters were very admirably sustaiu- 
ed by ‘Cooper (as Leon,) Vining (Mechael Perez,) and 
Williams name the men ; and MrsGlover (as 
Estifania,) Mrs. Faucit (as Margarita,) and, (we beg 









































weal 


abitice 


mcr ene | y 


HAY MARKET. 47 


Messrs Reeve and Webster’s pardon, but really they 
looked so interesting as the Old Woman and her Duugh- 
ter, that we were about to class them) among the ladies 
of the establishment !_ We think however that a less in- 
delicate and immoral piece might have been selected for 
the display of the above talent, than the present. 

9.—Fatality ; Speed the Plough; Rencontre; Tom 
Thomb. 

10.—Fatality ; Green Eyed Monster; Spring and Au- 
tumn ; Lodgings for Single Gentlemen. 

11,—Fatality ; WiLt1aM Tuompson ; or, Which is 
He? (1st time.) Laugh when you can; Happiest Day of 
my Life, (Mr. Gillman, by Webster.) 

Dram, Pers.—William Thompson the Firet, Vining ; 
Ditto the Second, J. Reeve ; Dr. Soothem, Williams ; 
Bailiff, C. Morris; Miss Dormer, Mrs. Ashton ; Julia, 
Miss F, H. Kelly. 

This piece consists of such a succession of absurdities 
and improbabilities as were perhaps never at one time 
forced upon the stage; however the incidents are very 
bustling and amusing, and Reeve so funny, that the 
audi were pletely exhausted with laughing at 
him, and had not wind left in their bodies to condemn 
the piece. Bet to the plot. William Thompson the Se- 
cond has taken his place in the coach to Richmond, whi- 
ther he is going to pay his addresses to Julia, the daugh- 
ter of Dr. Soothem, the keeper of a private mad-house. 
He is however too late for the coach and looses his place ; 
but William Thompson the First, who is a somnambulist, 
very opportunely steps into the coach (in his sleep) and 
rides to Richmond, with his namesake's luggage, and a 
fine cod fish, &c. which his father (a fishmonger) had 
prepared for the doctor, On awaking, he is surprised to 
find himself most affectionately welcomed by the doctor, 
as the son of his old friend, and his own future son-in- 
law. He is then introduced to Julia, in whom ke is de- 
lighted to discover a lady with whom he had exchanged 
hearts some time back. The lady’s pleasure is however 
damped on receiving a letter from her cousin, Miss Dor- 
mer, whose name is also Julia, declaring that William 
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Thompson was her lover, and announcing her intention 
of visiting Richmond immediately to confront him. Tiis 
faithless William Thompson of course turns out to be 
William the Second; nevertheless Julia rates her lover 
for his fickleness ; and he, to exculpate himself, discovers 
the mistake that has committed, but conjures her to keep 
up the deception ’till their mutual hopes shall have been 
realized. The real William Thompson at length arrives, 
fall of grief and indignation at the loss of his luggage ; 
—he meets with all kinds of troubles ;—first he is ar- 
rested for a debt instead of his namesake, and at length 
to get rid of the Bailiff, is obliged to pay the money; 
next, his coat is torn by the doctor's dog who smells some- 
thing good in the pocket; then he meets William the 
First, who tells him the doctor is dead, ‘ very dead!” 
—then he meets the doctor himself, whom he takes for 
the undertaker, and who in return mistakes him for a 
madman he was expecting that day to be put under his 
care, and who he supposes has escaped from his keepers ; 
and he is accordingly put under confinement and bled, 
aud his head shaved. Miss Dormer arrives at Richmond, 
but being determined to punish her inconstant swain, re- 
fuses to identify him. He is then compelled to fight a 
sham duel, and believes himself to be killed on hearing 
the report of the pistols. At length, he resigns his pre- 
tensions to Julia (the first) and returns repentant to his 
old lover Miss Dormer ;—the docter accepts the propo- 
sals of of William the First, and the piece concludes very 
merrily. It is a translation by Miss C. Boaden. 

12.—Speed the Plough ; Two Pages of Frederick the 
Great; William Thompson; Happiest Day, &c. 

14.—Goldsmith ; Rule a Wife, &c.; William Thomp- 
son. 

15.—Two Friends; Clandestine Marriage; William 
Thompson. 

16.—Bold Stroke for a Wife ; Two Pages, &c. ; Wil- 
liam Thompson. 

Cooper has not sufficient versatility of genius for Co- 
lone! Feignwell ; his best part was as the Dutch mer- 
chant. ‘Webster was out of his element as Modelove ; 
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Ross, bad as Simon Pure ; and Andrews, respectable as 

Tradelove. Miss F. H. Kelly was not spirited enough 

o Ann Lovely ; but Mrs. Glover was admirable as Mrs. 
rim. 

17.—Happiest Day, &c. ; Speed the Plough; William 
Thompson ; Intrigue. 

18.—Happiest Day, &c.; Rivals ; William Thompson ; 
Lottery Ticket. 

19.—Happiest Day, &c.; Secrets worth Knowing; 
Spring and Autumn ; William Thompson. 

21.—Goldsmith ; PROCRASTINATION ; or, the “ Late 
re M.” (Ist time) ; William Thompson; Happiest Day, 

c. 

Dram. Pers—Mayor D’Arcy, Vining; Sir John 
Franklin, Williams; Mr. Montague, W. Farren; Mr. 
Parkins, Webster ; John Bates, J. Reeve; Maria, Miss 
F. H. Kelley; Mrs. Bates, Mrs. Tayleure; Flora, Mrs. 
T. Hill; Widow Vernon, Mrs. Humby; Miss Parkins, 
Mrs. Glover, 

We are happy to be able to express the very great 
pleasure we experienced in viewing this very elegant and 
highly amusing comedy. The characters introduced are 
of an interesting nature, being well sustained through- 
out, and judiciously contrasted, so as to form an agree- 
able variety, but at the same time, a natural and well- 
connected succession of scenes. Before criticising the 
merits of the piece any further, we shall give a short 
outline of the plot, which chiefly depends upon the pro- 
crastinating and forgetful habits of Mr. Montague, who 
is for doing every thing “ presently,” and whose habi- 
tual unpunctuality has obtained him the nick-name of 
‘ the late Mr. M ;’’ this character is performed to the life 
by Mr. Farren, and is in the true spirit of standard co- 
medy. He has been “ just going to be married” four or . 
five times, but in one instance deferred popping the ques- 
tion till at last the lady died ; and on another occasion 
forgot himself and his bride on his wedding-morning 
and came too late, when the door was unceremoniously 
slammed in his face; in fact, he is still a batchelor 
of thirty-five years, wanting ten days, at the opening 
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of the piece. He has taken his place to go to Rich- 
mond, to pay bis addresses to a lady, but is too late for 
the coach ;—he then happens to put his hand into his 
pocket, when he finds a letter a fortnight old, from Sir 
Jobn Franklin, inviting him to his house near London, to 
accept the hand of Mrs, Vernon, a lady to whom he had 
before paid his addresses, but was forestalled by Mr. 
Vernon, who, however, soon died, leaving her a gay 
young widow. He resolves to be an altered man, con- 
demns his former unpunctual habits, and runsoff to take 
his place. Meantime Mr. Parkins and his sister enter ; 
—the former tells us he has been writing to Mr. M., let- 
ters on letters without receiving any answers, and he 
now comes in person to inform his friend of a fact which 
very materially concerns his welfare; which is, that his 
uncle having,{through always “ intending” to get, afwife, 
died an old bachelor at last, had left, in his will, his for - 
tune to his nephew, only on condition that he should be 
married before the age of thirty-five. Parkins has de- 
ferred telling him this till within a short time of the com- 
pletion of the allotted period, in hopes that on being 
driven to extremities he might take unto himself his sis- 
ter, Miss Parkins, a ci-devant flame of Montague’s. 
Montague, however, narrowly escapes from making this 
blind, this desperate jump, by entering the room at the 
moment Miss Parkins is venting her offended dignity in 
the most outrageous language upon her unfortunate bro- 
ther ; when Mr. M. declares that in the present instance 
he was “ just in time!’ Mr. Montague then goes to the 
house of his friend, Sir John, to pay court to the Widow 
Vernon, but at last he so wearies the former with bis 
diffidence, his unpunctuality and his forgetfulnegs, that 
he, in disgust, gives his consent to her aaltine a 
constant lover of her own choice, named Major 
D’Arcy. We must now mention another plot of a 
more sober complexion, and which forms a very good re- 
lief to the more comic business of the piece. Julia Dun- 
can is a young orphan whom Montague’s parents have 
taken into their house and protected as their child ;—and 
after their death Montague continues to act the part ofa 
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kind guardian towards her. But she has imperceptibly 
conceived an attachment of astronger nature for her be- 
nevolent friend, which, however, from a natural delica- 
cy, she has concealed from his knowledge, still hoping 
however, that one day his own heart may, in return, 
warm towards her. When, however, he sets off on the 
above matrimonial expedition, she courageously resolves 
to tear from her heart the fond remains of her blighted 
hopes. She writes a Jetter to her kind protector, which 
she commissions John Bates to give his master when “ all 
is settled.”—This he does; and Montague reads with 
mingled suprise—regret—and joy—the declaration of the 
amiable Maria’s love, and her intention of leaving his 
house and taking the situation of governess on his return 
with his wife. He now discovers that he had already 
formed a sort of attachment for the girl, and is delighted 
at the prospect of marrying her. He is soon gratified with 
the intelligence that his angel is in town whither she had 
come, with the fond intention of “ standing in the corner 
of the church,” and viewing that ceremony which should 
make her kind patron happy, and her, wretched for life. 
He rushes off to seek her, and seon returns to introduce 
her as Mrs. Montague. Farren’s acting, when reading, 
the letter was affectingly beautiful, and drew down thun- 
ders of applause ; indeed his whole performance was a 
masterpiece. Mrs. Humby was very effective as the 
heartless young widow. Mrs. Glover and Mr. Webster 
were very amusing as Miss and Mr. Parkins; and J. 
Reeve, very natural as the honest old rustic John Bates. 
In fact the whole piece was very well received, and 
though it may not go off so fast as some of the new 
farces, we thiuk it will in the end be found to go farther, 
and last longer. 

22.— Fatality; Cure for the Heart-ache; Two 
Friends; Peter Smink. (For the benefit of the Philan- 
thropic Institution.) 

23.—Lottery Ticket; Procrastination; Wm. Thomp- 
son; Two Pages, &c. 

24.—Procrastinatior , Speed the Plough; Ditto. 
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25.—Procrastination ; Clandestine Marriage; William 
Thompson, 

26.—Rule a Wife, &c.; Procrastination; Wm. Thomp- 
son; Happiest Day, &c. 

The theatre closes on ihe 15th instant. 





ENGI.ISH OPERA HOUSE. 


Aug. 27 to Sept. 4.—Der Vampyr; Spring Lock. 

Sept. 5.—Sister of Charity; Sorp ror a Sona, (first 
time); Spring Lock. 

Dram. Pers.—Count Cremona, J. Russell; Dense, 
Salter; Alfred, Wood; Adelle, Miss Cawse ; Eliza, Miss 
H. Cawse. 

Plot.—Count Cremona is a great admirer and pretended 
judge of good music, but he cannot tolerate any thing that is 
not foreign. His passion for music carries him so far, that 
he actually offers the hand of his daughter for _— compe- 
tition, the prize to be awarded to whoever should produce the 
most beautiful musical composition. But Adelle does not see 
the necessity for her being put up to auction in this manner, 
as she well knows that Alfred, a young Englishman, is over 
head and ears in love, and would give any thing to obtain her 
hand. Through the assistance of Eliza, the invitation circu- 
lars are intercepted ; but nevertherles as, young Spanish Min- 
strel appears at the appointed hour, and enraptures the Count 
with his singing ; a French Troubadour also arrives, and the 
Count is again delighted with him. Lastly an English 
musician enters, and demands a hearing ; Cremona treats 
him with contempt and refuses to listen to him; at length, 
however, he is prevailed upon to endure an English ballad to 

the end, but he denounces it, as excerable, and is about to 
dismiss the British minstrel, when the latter sings the begin- 
ing of the Spanish and French airs that he had sung before, 
and declares that he, Mr. Alfred, had the honour of person- 
ating all the three musicians in succession. The piece then 
concludes, happily for all parties. 

This trifle is filled with abominable puns, and is rather 
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clumsily put together, and would certainly have failed, but 
for the beautiful music it introduced. 

Sept. 7.—Witness; Sold for a Song ; Spring Lock. 

8.—Spring Lock; Sold for a Song ; Bottle Imp. 

Mrs. Keeley resumed her part of Virgellina in the first 
piece ;—which she had been obliged to resign to Miss 
H. Cawse for some nights, in consequence of indisposi- 
tion ;—she was loudly greeted by the audience. 

9,—THE REcRUIT (first time); Bombastes Furioso ; 
Spring Lock. 

Dram. Pers.—Albert Ritzler, J. Vining; Colonel 
Lacrosse, Baker; Hans Frankhausen, Keeley ; 
Petard, O.Smith ; Hector Le Brun, Salter; Antoine, 
Irwin; Sentinel, J. Cooper; Lory Quartz, F. Matthews; 
Agnes, Miss Kelley; Elise, Mrs. Keeley. 

Plot. Albert Ritzler, a brave Swiss patriot, being 
bereft of all his brave supporters, and believing that all 
hope of liberating his country from the power Napoleou is 
at an end; offers to enrol himself in the army of the French 
conqueror in order to secure the safety and comfrot of 
his wife, his only remaining treasure. He is received 
with joy by his country’s foes, but is permitted to return 
to his wife’s cottage on his parole, till the next morning, 
when he is to join bis regiment. When Agnes learns 
that her once noble husband has sold himself to slavery, 
she upbraids him, and tries to dissuade him from return- 
ing to the camp ; but he has promised, and will not break 
his word. She then drugs his wiae with anopiate which 
causes him tosleep twenty-four hours beyond his time ; he 
is denounced as a deserter, and a party of soldiers, with 
Petard at their head, are seen coming to apprehend him. 
This fellow Petard had once attemptéd to seduce Agnes 
frem her duty during the absence of Ritzler ;—on hear- 
ing this, the mountain chief, who before had been await- 
ing the arrival of the soldiers with a manly fortitude, 
seizes his rifle, and fires at Petard; who falls down a 
precipice apparently dead. But this is only a manceuvre 
of Petard’s, who hopes, that by staying out of the way, 
he may cause Ritzler to be executed for his death, and 
then take advantage of his widow's unprotected situa- 
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tion to obtain his desires upon her. In;this design, how- 
ever, he is frustrated by the intrusion of Hans Frank- 
hausen, the village schoolmoster, who, being deeply 
enamoured of Elise, the sister of Agnes, and having been 
led to believe, through the trickery of Petard, that the 
lady was playing him false, had, as other disconsolate 
lovers have done, enlisted as a soldier. But he is dis- 
covered to be two inches too short, and as a miss is as 
good asa mile in such cases, he is very glad to get off, 
and return to the arms of his dearly beloved. On the 
discovery of Petard’s base deceptions, the piece.con- 
cludes with a picture, furmed by Agnes fainting into her 
husband’s arms, and the soldiers, &c. casting their eyes 
up to heaven in amazement ;—the audience being left in 
a most delightful state of mysterious uncertuiuty as to 
Ritzler’s eventual fate. Such is the framework of the 
plot, whereon the author (a banker, we*believe, of the 
name of Hallet) has managed to hang a few very effective 
scenes for the developement of Miss Kelly’s “ unrevalled 
powers,” which, by the bye, we are'very glad no one 
does attempt to imitiate, for to say the truth, though they 
are very surprising, they are also very disagreeable and 
painful to witness. The chief humour of Keeley’s part 
consisted in the immense grenadier’s cap and huge boots 
wherein he was buried ;—he looked very funny, but we 
like his own genuine fun, better than any the tailur can 
provide for him. The piece met a dubious reception. 
10.—Recruit ; Sold for a song ; Spring Lock. 
11,—Recruit ; Sold for a Song; Master’s Rival. 
12.—Recruit; Sold for a Song ; Spring Lock. 
14.—Recruit ; Middle Temple ; Bottle Imp. 
51.—Der Vampyr; Sold for a Song; Sister of Cha- 
rity. 
Der Vampyr, which had been necessarily laid aside in 
consequence of the absence of Mr. Phillips at the Chester 
Festival, was again performed with great applause. 
16.—Der Vampyr ; Sold for a Song; Spring Lock. 
17—Der Vampyr; Quartette; Bombastes Furioso ; 
He lies like truth, 
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The second and third pieces were substituted for Sold 
for a Song and the Waterman, in consequence of the 
indjsposition of Mr. Wood. 

19.—Sergeant’s Wife; Quartette ; Lying made easy ; 

Middle Temple. 
21.—Noyades ; Cornish Miners ; Presumption. 
22.—Sister of Charity; Sold for a Song; Master's 

Rival. 
23.—Spring Lock ; Military Tactics; Bottle Imp. 

* 24,—Noyades , Sold fora Song; Free and Easy. 
25,—Sister of Charity ; Gretna Green; Spring Lock. 
26.—Sister of Charity ; Sold for a Song; The Vam- 

pire. 

The original melo-drama of The Vampire was perform- 
ed, in consequence of the new opera being necessarily 
postponed, sine die, on account of the indisposition of a 
principal performer (Mr. Phillips, we believe), In the 
present instance, J. Vining excited a very powerful 
interest by his personation of the Vampire; and Mrs. 
Keeley and C. Jones, were very good as Effie and 
Bridget. The house eloses on the 2nd of October. 





SURREY THEATRE. 


Aug. 27 to Sept. 26.—The performances commenced with 
** Black eyed Susan ;” after which, on 
Aug. 27.—Monsieur Tonson ; Montralto. 

Monsieur Tonson is a very fair specimen of the play-making 
talent of the present day, being meagre in plot, and yet 
improbable and forced throughout—in which nature, common 
sense, and all the rules whereby dramatic writing is or should 
be regulated, are violated, for the sake of displaying in the 
most ludicrous positions, the talent of one performer, on 
whose exertions the author’s whole hope of success depends. 
The glaring defects in which it abounds, are but too apparent 
when the leading character, the author’s sheet anchor, is con- 
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signed it to the charge of another. Cook’s Morblieu, though 
very well as a Freneh man, wanted the elasticity, the deli- 
cacy, the Je-ne-sais-quoi of the noblesse of the ancien 
regime, which Matthews hits off with so much truth and 
judgement. 

28.—False Friendship; The Shade. 

29.—Mons. Tonson ; Montralto. 

31.—Shade ;—Tinry and Tassy, or Harlequin and the 
Witches. 

This pantomime is the production of Mr. Barrymore’s inven- 
tive genius ; the followingisa brief sketch of the introductory 
story, which has the recommendation of being exceedingly 
simple. Dame Trot’s cat Tabby has bitten off Mother 
Hubbard’s dog Tibby’s tail; for this insult Mother Hubbard 
revenges herself by transforming Tabby (who unfortunately 
happens to be a plain black cat) into Harlequin, when Tibby 
is changed into Clown; Mr. Asbury appears as Pantaloon, 
and Miss Barnett as Columbine ; and to use the ‘‘set phrase” 
of play-bill enditers ;—‘ the comic business of the pantomime 
begins ;”’ which, however, after the horrors of the Shade, we 
did not feel equal to enjoy; so we left it those who appeared 
to be better judges of the matter than ourselves. The intro- 
ductory scene of the chorus of the celebrated witches Mother 
Shipton, Bunch, Red Cap, Black Cap, Goose, Hubbard, &c. 
had a very good effect, and was much applauded. 

Sep. 1.—The Peasant Boy: Tibby and Tabby 

2.—Monsieur Tonson : Tibby and Tabby. 

3.—Montralto: Tibby and Tabby. 

4.—Mosieur Tonson : Tibby a Tabby. 

5.—The Peasant Boy: Tibby and Tabby. 

7.—Kep Rover (first time): Tibby and Tabby. 

The Red Rover was produced on the above evening in a 
very praise worthy manner ; the scenery was very good, and 
the machinary of the ship very well managed. Mr. Osbald- 
iston performed the part of the Red Rover in a very spirited 
and corsect manner; T. P. Cook was Dick Fid to perfection, 
and little Vale,as Homespun, the Tailor of Newport, was 
more than usually amusing. The piece has been received 
with great re 

Sept. 8.—Red Rover; Tibby and Tabby. 

2. Red Rover; Law and Lions. 
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10. Red Rover; Tibby and Tabby. 
1l.— Law and Lions. 
12, ——-——— False Friendship. 
14, ———-——_ Tibby and Tabby. 
15, ——————_ Law and Licns, 














16, —— Tibby and Tabby. 

17& 18, —— Law and Lions. 

19. —— The Magic Bowl, or Harlequin Fag- 
got- Maker. 


The last piece was a comic pantomime, which ouly 
differs from that entitled Tibby and Tabby, in the intro- 
ductory scenes. This, as wellas all the new pantomimes 
produced at this house, was got up in a very liberal, and 
praiseworthy manner. The tricks and transformations 
were very amusing, and generally very neatly done, In 
the course of the above evening, Master Herrington, a 
young gentleman, only five years of age (?) danced a 
sailor's hornpipe with great applause. The performances 
were for the benefit of Miss Barnett. 

21—26.—The Flying Dutchman, or the Phantom Ship. 
—Golden Gifts (a comic pantomime). 

Mr. Elliston appears determined not to flag in his exer- 
tions to please the public, and we are very happy to be 
able to say that the public, on their part, are not back- 
ward in acknowledging their willingness to be pleased ; 
—for the house has been crowded to excess on every 
night we have visited the theatre- The Flying Dutch; 
man has been prodoced in a very splendid and correct 
manner under the direction of the * gentleman” himse!f, 
in the person of T. P. Cooke, his double. The scenery 
was, generally speaking, new, and the machinery was 
worked with the greatest exactness and precision. The 
Vanderdecken of Mr. Cooke is a most imposing and won- 
derful performance ;—hbis attitudes are so very expres- 
sive, that though he is forbidden to speak, we are at no 
loss to understand his thoughts and his feelings, his 
hopes, his fears, and his mysterious designs; as soon, 
probably, as they may be supposed to enter his mind. 
Mr. Yardley, as the evil spirit of the waters, sang iu a 








58 MONTHLY THEATRICAL REVIEW. 


very fine style, not much unlike that of Farley at Covent 
Garden. Mr. Vale, as Peter Von Rummel, was really 
unmercifully comic, he fairly exhausted all his auditors, 
and we really fear some two or three must have gone into 
strong “ High Strikes,” as his wife says, in the character 
of “ little Lucy ;” at least, we were several times very 
uneasy about a little gentleman who sat to our left on 
Wednesday night. Forrester acted with great spirit as 
Varnish, and was considerably applauded. Buckingham 
as Peppercoal, and Signor Paulo as Smutta were both 
highly amusing. Miss Somerville was very interesting 
as Lestelle, and sung the music allotted to her with very 
fine execution, and was loudly applauded.—We should 
not forget to mention that the whole of the last scene of 
the second act, with the Flying Dntchman’s ship in 
Phautasmagoria, was most admirably produced, and re- 
ceived with rapturous applause by the audience, The 
piece will no doubt have a long run. 





COBOURG THEATRE. 


Aug. 31. to Sept. 6.—Jacx anp Jacx’s Wire, or the 
Negro’s Revenge: Tue Minstret Boy: Mynheer Von 
Klyshing : The Post Captain. 

The first piece is but a revival of Obi or three fingered Jack, 
and the plot may be told in three lines. Jack, a negro slave, 
has been discovered in planning a rebellion against the 
government of the Island, and he is condemned to death ; 
his life is however spared, but as a punishmeut, his English 
master,a kind hearted man of course, sells him to a slave 
merchnnt in the neighbouring French settlement, who is, 
equally of course, an unfeeling brute. Jack now vows revenge 
on both his oppressors ; he shoots his new master, and escapes 
to wreck vengence on his former owner; after various inef- 
fectual attempts to complete his revenge, he is persued by the 
government troops and shot. Mr. H. Williams as Jack, 
acted with great force in some of the declamatory passages, 
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but he did not keep up a coustantly bold demeanour through- 
out; and in some parts, when threatened by his brutal task- 
master, he slunk back from him with an imbecile snarl. Al- 
together it was a very disgusting performance, and the 
delight with which it was received, does but confirm us in 
the opinion expressed in our last number, page 11; 
‘that the gratification of the eyes and ears of the vulgar 
audiences that attend these exibitions, is the object aimed at,’ 
rather than the conviction of the understanding, and the 
satisfaction of the minds of more enlightened auditors.” ° 

The second piece is a tragedy of the “blood for blood” 
school; Cobham, as the minister of divine vengence, acted 
with great energy and judgement ; in fact, this gentleman is 
the only actor on the minor boards, who can declaim where it 
is necessary, without ranting throughout the evening. 

7—12.—Trial by Battle—The Boor’s Hut —Mynheer 
Von Klyshnig.—Mysterious Tailor.—Jack and Jack’s Wife. 

This plentiful bill of fare has attracted crowded houses : 
—on Monday evening, when we were there, there was not a 
place to be had. The fencing of Messrs. T. Blanchard and 
Elsmore in the first piece, was very good and received great 
applause. 

Sept. 14—19.— Kisil Irmack, or the Pirate of Ladrone ; 
Man and the Monster; Dumb Girl ; Trial by Battle. 

The above melo-dramas were very well performed 
throughout, and attracted very full houses during the 
week, 

2. —26.—Wallace, the Hero of Scotland; Bandit of the | 
Blind Mine ; Kisil Irmack. 

The first of these pieces has been revived in a very 
spirited manner ;—the performance of Mr. Cobham, as 
Wallace was very grand; and Mortimer, as the treach- 
erous Monteith received well-merited applause. Mrs. 
Baily acted with unusual effect as the jealous Lady 
Marian, especially when disguised as the Scottish chief, 
for which part, her fine figure and haughty air admirably 
adapted her. 
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SADLER’S WELLS. 


Aug. 31 to Sept. 6.—Black-eyed Susan ; A Dish of all 
Sorts, or Who's for the Fair; The Pugilist, or “Go it 
Blackee |” (i. e. the Duel). 

7 to 16.—Black Ey’d Susan; Ballet; Lyieushee 
Lovel. 

17, 22.—Black Ey’d Susan; Two Wives (Flank, 
W. H. Williams) ; Forty Thieves. 

23.—Richard III.; Ballet ; Dolly and the Rat (for the 
benefit of Mr. Campbell, who attempted the character of 
Gloucester). 

24,—Lady of the Lake; Love, Law, and Latin (i.e. All 
at Coventry); Ballet; Pantomime. (For the benefit of 
Mr. Parker, the Box book keeper.) 

25, 26.—Black Ey’d Susan; Swiss Boys: Dolly and 
the Rat. 

It will be seen, that there has been nothing worthy of 
remark produced here during the past month ; we may, 
however, observe that Mr. Campbell plays William, and 
Mrs, Wilkinson, Black Ey’d Susan, in a tolerable man- 
ner, 





WEST LONDON THEATRE. 


Aug. 31. Sept. 1, 2.—Inchcape Bell; Divertisement, 
&c.; Where shall 1 dine; the King and the Farmer. 

3, 4, 5.—Divertisement ; Matrimony ; A Day after the 
Fair ; Inchcape Bell.} 

Mr. Wynne, from the Surrey Theatre played Guy 
Ruthven in a spirited manner ;—And Mr. Gann, who is 
particularly effective in sailors’ parts, appeared in Hans 
Hattock. In the Day after the Fair, Mr. Wild, (the 
proprictor) sustained the Protean character of Jerry with 


irresistable comic humour. The scenery in the Inchcape. 


Bell was very well managed, and reflects great credit on 
Mr. Shoard, under whose superintendence we believe it 
was produced. 
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Sep. 7. Pilot; No!; Jack Robinson and his Monkey. 

Mr. Wild very humourous as Capt. Burroughcliff, and 
Mr. Shoard amusing as his “ most completest ’’ sergeant. 
Mr. Gann very respectable as Long Tom, and Mr. Forde 
very spirited as Lieutenant Barnstable. 

Sep. 8.. Othello; No!; Jack Robinson. (For the bene- 
fit of Mr, Wynne, who played Othello.) 

Sept.9—12. Pilot ; No!; Jack Robinson. 

Sept. 14—19. Monkey of Arragon; Pilot. 

Sept. 14,16, 18. Bombastes Furioso. (Bombastes most 
admirably played by Mr. Wild.) 

Sept. 15, 17, 19. Cherokee Chief. (With the two 
wonderful Dogs, Hector and Bruin.) 

Sept. 21—26. The Knights of the Cross; The Flying 
Rope Dancer; The Island Ape ; Quadrupeds. 

The first of these pieces (which was produced at Drury 
Lane, three seasons ago) is got up ina very splendid 
style. The Dog performed his part in a most admirable 
manner, as did all the rest of the prineipal. performers, 
and the piece was received witb great applause. The 
burlesque tragedy of the Quadrupeds was highly amusing. 
Mr. Wild’s performance of Abrahamides was a master- 
piece of its kind, and the rest of the performers acquitted 
themselves in a very creditable manner; particularly 
Messrs. Hall and Forde, who received great applause. 
The. house has been very well attended during the past 
month. We wish, however, the audience would keep 
themselves a little quieter, and they might hear better ; 
and that the stage manager wouid not suffer such delays to 
occur between the pieces—it can neither be agreeable to 
the performers gg the audience to be kept up so late as 


they sometimes 





PAVILION THEATRE. 


Fifteen years of a British Seamau’s Life, stiil continues 
to draw crowded and ‘highly delighted audiences. In- 
deed the sailors are all in their element at this little 
theatre, 
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Prospective Views. 


Drury LANE opens this evening with Hamlet and 
Thierna-na-oge ;—Young plays Hamlet of course, and 
Miss Faucit makes her debut as Ophelia. On Friday, 
Rob Roy will introduce Mr. Wallack for the first time in 
this country, eince bis return from America; as well as 
Miss Graddon, in the part of Diana Vernon. On Satur- 
day, young Incledon will make his first appearance on 
any stage, as Yonug Meadows.—The auditory part of 
the theatre has been completely re-decorated during the 
recess;—the prominant colour being a delicate white, 
which is tastefully ornamented with gilding and scroll- 
work.—Among other useful alterations made in the 
arrangements of this theatre we may mention, that the 
box-keepers will henceforward he distinguished from the 
visitors by a costly scarlet livery; for this we are in- 
debted to the new box-book-keeper, Mr. Charles Wright. 
We sincerely trust that measures will be taken to pre- 
vent the admission of improper females among the re- 

spectable company of the boxes. The prices have been 
reduced from 7 to 6 shillings. 

Among other novelties in preparation at this theatre, 
are,—a new tragedy by Miss Mitford, in which Mr. 
Young and Miss Phillips will perform; and a comic piece 
in three acts, with a principal character for Mr. Liston, 
by Mr. Luno. 

Covent GARDEN THEATRE, we are rejoiced to say, 
is announced to open on Monday, the 5th instant ;—when 
Romeo and Juliet will be performed. Mr. Kemble will 
act Romeo to his daughter’s Juliet, who will make her 
first appearance on the stage on the above evening ;— 
repert speaks highly of her talents for the stage. The part 
of Tybalt will be sustained by Mr. Denman, a provincial 
performer of some reputation, who, at the first meeting 
in the theatre, made a gratuitous offer of his services, 
besides subscribing twenty pounds towards the funds. 
We may alsé mention that Miss Paton, and Madame Ma- 
libran Garcia have offered the gratuitous use of their 
splendid talents for one night, and will appear at the 














sincere lalssegisitaaiaatasts 


tna tsa 
a Sanne 


sil, 











THEATRICAL NEWS. 63 


King’s theatre on Friday, the 2nd of October, in the 
Marriage of Figaro, for the benefit of the funds of Covent 
Garden. 

Fawcett has resigned the management of Covent Gar- 
den, which will be assigned to Mr. Bartley. 

ADELPH!.—This theatre opened on the 29th of Sept. 
with the established favourite pieces of Monsieur Mallet, 
and the Red Rover. J. Reeve is engaged here, as well 
as O. Smith, who is intended as a substitute for T. P. 
Cuoke ; this gentleman having seceded from his engage 
ment, it is said, on the score of salary. We wish Messrs. 
Mathews and Yates every success. 





THEATRICAL NEWS. 


CovEN? GARDEN THEATRE.—The Meeting, called by 
the performers of this theatre by way of a last appeal to 
the Public, was held, according to appointment, in the 
theatre, on Wednesday, Sept. 9th. The attendance of the 
public was numerous, and Mr. George Robins was called 
tothe chair. Mr. Charles Kemble and a great proportion 
of the Covent Garden company were present. Mr. 
Robins opened the business, and said he did not come 
forward as the friend of the creditors or the actors, but 
to prevent the great national calamity of the theatre being 
shutup. They were called upon to assist five or six hun- 
dred persons, who, without their aid must sink into 
misery. In order to get rid of this distreas, the first 
thing that it would be necessary to do-would be to raise 
a little money, but a very large sum would not be re- 
quired ; the executions then in the house amounted to 
£2,500 which was not very considerable, and he was sure 
that such a sum as that would soon be subscribed. When 
the present execution should be got rid of, it would then 
be necessary to see the property placed in such a situa- 
tion that it should not be liable to fresh executions. After 
some little conversation on this subject, Mr. C. Kemble 
said he had taken legal advice on that point, and was told 
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that it might be prevented. Subscriptions were made 
by way of loan avd gratuity to the amount of £1,282— 
the former amounted to £752.—Mr. C. Kemble, Mr. 
George Robins, and Mr. White, sen., were named as 
trustees for the management of the fund. Mr. Robins, 
in announcing the subscriptions received, took that oppor- 
tunity to state, that although £2,500 would clear the 
Theatre from the execations which had recently threat- 
ened to make it a desert, and to ruin all who were con- 
nected with it, yet a further sum of £6,000 would be ne- 
cessary to enable the manager to open it, and he begged 
gentlemen not to consider that the object of that meeting 
was accomplished until a sum of £6,000 had been raised, 
for without that the theatre could not be opened. It was 
then arranged that subscriptions should be received by 
all the London bankers. 

On Saturday the 19th, a meeting of the shareholders 
was held ia the saloon, when Mr. Robins proposed a re- 
solution to the following effect :—‘ That the shareholders 
now present, agree to forego the next season’s interest, 
and recommend such course to the other shareholders ; 
and to abstain for three years from pressing the payment 
of all arrears, as an encouragement to the performers to 
open the theatre, and eventually to promote the inferests 
of the sbareholders.” This resolution was agreed to by 
fifty shareholders, all that were present, out of the whole 
number of one hundred and fifty. Mr. Robius expressed 
his regret at the smallness of the subscriptions, they then 
only amounted to about £2,100; and £7,500 at the least 
would be wanted. In addition to the subscriptions in 
money. the theatre has received voluntary offers of gra- 
tuitous contributions of the first-rate talent. Sir G. 
Smart has offered to conduct the musical depagtment 
gratuitously ; Miss Foote offers to play ten, amgMiss 
Kelly six nights without emolument: there was a report 
that Kean, one of the most liberal men in his profession, 
had made a similar offer of twenty-four nights. The sub- 
scriptions of the following wealthy performers, all of 
whom have amassed great wealth on the boards of this 
establishment have not yet been received :—Munden, 
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Young, Jones, Mathews, Fawcett, Liston, Miss Stephens, 
Miss Chester, &c. We trust they will not be long forth- 
coming. [While on this subject, we have to announce 
that we have received a comedy or farce in two acts, 
trausmitted to us by an anonimous correspondent, who 
offers it gratuitously to the company of Covent Garden 
Theatre, whether they remain at their old stations, or go 
to the English Opera House, We have read it through, 
and think it very well adapted to the performers in ques- 
tion, particularly the principal character, which would 
suit our friend Keeley toa T. Ifany gentleman of the 
establishment will call or send to our office, we shall 
have great pleasure in transmitting it him for his pe- 
rusal.| 

Mr. THomPson and Mr, BARRYMoRE.—Public Office, 
Bow Street, Sept. 17.—Mr. Thompson of the Haymarket 
theatre, applied to Sir R. Birnie, to know if he coald take 
any steps to compel Mr. Barrymore, of Drury-Lane 
theatre, to give him an account of the profits of two dra- 
matic pieces, Jack Rubinson, and the Dumb Savoyard, 
written by him (Mr. Thompson) and brought out, through 
Mr. Barrymore, the one at Drury Lane, the other at the 
Surrey theatre. Mr. Elliston had paid Mr. Barrymore 
250 for the first piece, and Mr. Price £54 for the latter ; 
but Mr. Barrymore had refused to give up one farthing 
of the profits, although hoth pieces were entirely his own 
production. Mr. B., however, acknowledged the debt, 
but declared that he had not received any money for the 
pieces. The magistrates censured Mr. Barrymore's con- 
duct, but feared the applicant had no remedy except by 
civil action. 

Sept. 19th.—Mr. Barrymore waited on Mr. Halls, and 
after enquiring into the correctness of the above report, 
hand ‘the magistrate a letter from Mr. Dunn, the trea- 
surer of Drury-Lane theatre, dated the 18th inst., which 
certified that Mr. Barrymore had received no remunera 
tion for the Dumb Savoyurd. 

PatacE Court Sept. 25.—Burroughs v. Forde. This 
was an action to recover £6 8s., which was the sum lost 
by Mr. Forde on his benefit. The house is charged at 
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£20 or £23 per night; —and on the occasion of Mr. Forde’s 
benefit the receipts were less than that sum by £6 8s.,— 
which sum, Mr. Burroughs, as proprietor, now demanded. 
Mr. Forde’s l, tended that his client was not 
liable for the amount, as several of his box tickets had 
been refused as admission to two to the pit, contrary to 





usual custom, and he had thereby lost many visitors. ~ 


A verdict was returned for the defendant. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Cumberland’s British Theatre, and Cumberland’s Minor 
Theatre ; 18mo. 

These are two of the most valuable publications in drama- 
tic literature that have, perhaps, ever appeared ; indeed, so 
highly do we appreciate them, that neat to the Monthly Thea- 
trical Review, we are aware of no publication we could so 
unhesitatingly recommend to the patronage of all those who 
have or pretend to have any taste for that most noble of all 
human arts—the Drama. Besides the great recommenda- 
tions of elegance, correctness and cheapness, which these 
two editions of plays possess in the highest degree, there is 
another consideration that in our opinicn, entities them to 
particular notice, which is, that the grea‘er number of the 
pieces which the publisher is now continually adding to his 
former collection are copyrights of new and popular pieces, 
procured at very considerable expense. 

For example, we have now before us the following pieces, 
published during the past month: The Happiest Day of my 
Life, produced by Buckstone at the Hay Market; Luke the 
Labourer, by the same; Fatality and William Thompson, 
both produced during this season at the Hay Market by Miss 
Boaden; Crazy Jane, a very well written Melodrama, pro- 
duced at the Surrey, by C. A. Somerset ; and, though last, 
not least in our regard, William Tell, by James Sheridan 
Knowles. The engraved embellishment—in the first of these, 
contains’ a very excellent likeness of Liston ; by-the-bye, in 
these little wood-cuts, we have observed more than one good 
likeness of this performer, of which, the following are the 
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best that we remember; Mol Flaggon (Lord of the Manor) 
Launce (Two Gentlemen of Verona) and Bottom (Midsum- 
mer night’s Dream.) 

Spirit of the Plays of Shakespear exhibited in a Series of 
outline plates, drawn and engraved by Frank Howarp. 
No. XIV. containing Kine Joun and Corioianvs. 8vo. 
Cadell. 

These outlines are all very beautifully and spiritedly drawn, 
and engraved with great neatness and delicacy. ‘the sub- 
jects are generally very judiciously chosen both for effect, 
and for the sake of the connexion of the story of each play. 
Each plate is accompanied with the extract which it i!lus- 
trates, in letter-press, and the whole when completed (in 
about 25 numbers) will forma most valuable, and highly 
interesting addition to the libraries of all admizers of Shake- 
spear. 





Provincial Theatvicais. 
THE NEWCASTLE THEATRE. 
To the Editor of the Monthly Theatrical Review. 


The Summer season of this establishment, as usual, 
commenced with the races, the first week in July, and 
terminated with the assizes, the last week but one in 
August. Mz. Liston wus the first star presented, who 
sustaiued for six nights, the characters of Puud Pry, Ned- 
dy, Bray, Lubin Log, Mawworm, Adam Brock, yc. and 
drew crowded audiences in a greater or less degree every 
night ; and, sharing the gross receipts with the manager, 
carried away well nigh a nightly average of £50. The 
Misses E. and A. Tree next succeeded, aud, coming so 
immediately after a magnet of the attraction of Liston, 
failed to obtain much attention ; as the audiences, with. 
one exception, were exceedingly thin. Their leading 
characters were Violanti and Isabella, (Wonder,) Lady. 
Teazle and Maria, (School for Scanda!,) Duchess of. 
Longueville and Georgette, (new play, first time of The 
Partizans,) The Wandering Boys, The two Pages of 
Frederick the Great, §c. The general company collect. 
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ed to support these stars, was for the most part wretched 
in the extreme, and being thrown upon their own re- 
sources, after the departure of the Misses Tree, by mere 
dint of getting up showy, be-pntfed, and pompously an- 
nounced melo-dramas for the first time, such as Gilderoy 
—lInchcape Bell—John Overy—Ambrose Gwinett, &c. 
succeeded in securing for two or three weeks, sumething 
in the shape of money at a small outlay.—Harley wound 
up the season for the last weeks, by appearing on the 
Monday night in Goldfinch, (Road to Ruin,) and Zaboue, 
(Abon Hassan), and subsejuently in Tony Lumpkin, 
Somno, Pappollino, &c. with considerable eftect ; though 
J am inclined to think that he by no means consults his 
own interests by pushing himself so mach, when in the 
provinces, into Liston’s business and range of characters, 
and in Tommy Tadpole, Sir Hippington Miff, Lubin 
Log, Solomon Gundy, 5c. comparisons with his prede- 
cessor were necessarily provoked in a way, any thing 
but to his advantage. Miss Burrell originally of the 
Olympic and other London Minor Theatres, and more 
recently from the York Circuit was presented te us as 
Phebe and Eudiya, (in Paul Pry, and Charles XII,) and 
her presumptious inpudence was highly favoured by the 
managers placing her in Elvira, Miss Hardcastle, and 
Mrs. Candour, the most decided failures ever witnessed. 
Report says that considerable exertion are in progress for 
the opening of the next Winter’s campaign in October, 
and that the manager, in addition to the securing of a 
2 stock Company will present us in succession 
with Kean, Vestris, Macready, and Liston ; and, at all 
events one subject for congratulation is certain, 1 allude 
to the dismissal of that most tragic monster of all targic 
monsters, Mr. Henry Kemble. A. D. 
MANCHESTER.—Sept. 5—Tamerlane; (Tamerlane, 
Mr. Waldron; Aspasia, Mrs. M’ Gibbon.) The Vampire. 
Sept. 12.—Humlet ; Blue Becrd;—A young amateur, 
aged only 13, whose name we have not learned, per- 
.formed the part of Hamlet with great applause. Mr. T. 
Blanchard, taking the part of Polonius, and Mrs. M’Gib- 
bon that of the Queen, 
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15.—Black Eyed Susan, :was produced at this theatre 
in a very affective manner, and was followed by the co- 
medy of John Bull, . 

- 16,—Richard the Third—Black Ey’d Susan. In the 
tragedy, the young amateur. attempted the Duke of 
Gloucester. 

17. Rencontre and Midas were performed this evening 
to introduce that fascinating actress, Madam Vestris. 
On the 18th she appeared in Home sweet Home, aud the 
£100 Note. On the 19th, Miss Bartolozzi played the 
part of Rosina, in the Barber of Seville; and Madame 
Vestris, that of Don Giovanni in the play of that name. 
On the 2lst, the Marriage of Figaro, (Countess, Miss 
Bartolozzi ; Susanna, Madame Vestris,) with Charles the 
Second, (Mary Copp, Madame Vestris; Page, Miss 
Bartolozzi). On the 22d, Madame Vestris took her bene- 
fit, and attracted a full house ; with Sublime and Beau- 
tiful, avariety of singing, and "Joba of Paris. 

- Mr. Braham was announced to appear on the 25th 
Sept, in'a favourite opera, 

EDINBURGH.—Sept. 22.—The Theatre Royal opened 

with Tke Stranger, and the Happiest Day of my Life. 
Mr. Barton, a very clever actor from Dublin, -performed 
the Stranger, to Mrs. W. West’s, Mrs. Haller. In the 
farce, a Mr. Williams played Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Mur- 
ray, Mr. Gillman. 
- 24.—Mr. Kean made his first appearance here these 
two years in his favourite character of Richard the 
Third ; he was to play Shylock on the 25th, and Othello 
on the 26th. Madame Vestris is announced for the Ist 
of October. 

ABERDEEN.—Sept. 8.—This theatre opened with 
William Tell, the hero being performed by Mr. Aitkin ; 
after the play the Covent Garden, Corps de Ballet inclu- 
ding D’Albert, Vedy, &c. made their first appearance, 
and were received with great applause; The Actress of 
Ail Work concluded the entertainments. 

12.—Rob Roy; (Rob Roy, Mr. Ryder ; Bailie Nicol 
Jarvie, Mr. Aitkin ; Helen, Miss Ryder,) with a ballet, 
entitled the Poor Soldier, aud Ali Pacha. 

14.— Battle of Bothwell Brig ; Ballet ; Warlock of the 

Glen. 
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Sept. 19.—Somnamodulist ; Blue Devils, (Meagrim, 
Mr. Aitkin); Forty Thieves. 

21.—Rienzi ; (Rienzi, Mr. Aitkin ; Claudia, Mrs. 
Ryder); Children of the Wood, and other entertain- 
ments, for the benefit of Mr. Aitkin. 

Buicuton.—This theatre opened about the end of July 
last, with a very respectable company, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Russell. Miss Foote, Mr. Kean. jun., Mr, 
Dowton, and other metropolitan favourites have successively 
appeared for a few nights each, in their most celebrated 
charavters, with great applause. Young.Kean is said to be 
much improved since he left London, and had a crowded 
house, at his benefit. 

TivoLr GaRDENs, MaRGATE.—Sinclair appears to 
have hit upon a lucky expedient to turn his notes into 
gold, for whenever the weather (which has been hitherto 
very inauspicious) will permit, the visitors from all parts 
of the Isle of Thanet, Canterbury, &c. flock in crowds to 
the gardens. Miss Hughesis in fine voice ; her improve- 
ment since last year is astonishing. A Miss Wells, 
whom we have seenspoken most highly of in the provincial 
papers last summer, as a singer and actress, has made a 
decided hit here. . Her style in a new-ballad of Sinclair's, 
‘I’m an arch little black-eyed daughter,’ is truly capti- 
vating, and her rich, melodious voice, is rendered still 
more attractive by the beauty of her person, and grace 
of her manner. ‘The delight afforded by these perform. 
ances is by no means diminished by the talents of Miss 
C.-and Master H. Watson, two very clever children of 
Mr. Watson’s, the composer to Covent Garden Theatre, 
who conducts these concerts with his usual ability. 





Miscellanea. 


“CHINESE FESTIVAL” 
. In 1755. 


Towards the close of the season 1755, was produced at 
Drury Lane, under Garrick’s management, a grand spectacle 
of'show, dancing, and procession, &c., the fate of which forins 











ee a ee ee a ae 


GeO Bed Bed Bee Ot Bt Gee 


—y 

















MISCELLANEA. 71 


a wonderful contrast to the reception such productions now 
generally meet with, from the enlightened audiences of the 
nineteenth centuary. The following is a correct copy of the 
bill which announced its appearance. 


By His Majesty’s command. 
THEATRE ROYAL DRURY LANE. . 


This present Saturday, en the 8th, of November, 1755, 
will be presented a Comedy, ealled 


THE FAIR QUAKER OF DEAL. 


To which will be added, a new ues entertainment of 
; Dancing, call 


THE CHINESE FESTIVAL. 


Composed by Mr. Noverre. 
The characters by Monsieur Delaistre 





Sig. Baletti. M. Lauchery. 
Mr. Noverre, jun. Mons. Le Clerc. 
Mr. Dinnison. Mr. Harrison. 
Mons. St. Leger. Mr. Granier 
Mr. Shawforth. Mr. Hurst. 
Mr. Mathews. Mons. Sarney. 
Mons; :Pochee. Mr. Walker. 
Mrs. Vernon. Miss Noverre. 
Mr. Morris. Mr. Walker. 
Mr. Booker. Sig. Pietro. 
Mr. Sturt. Mra. Addison. 
Mr. Atkins. Mrs. Noverre. 
Mr. Ackman. Mrs. Gibbons. 
Madame Charon. Madame Nonend. 
Madame Nousselet. Mrs. Phillips. 
Mrs. Preston. Mrs. Lawson. 
Little Pietro, Miss Noverre. 


Master Simpson. Miss Bride. 
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Master Pope. Miss Popling. 
Master Blagden. Miss Simpson. 
Master Hurst. Miss Heath. 
Master Spilsbury* Mr. Clough. 

Mr. Scrace. Mr. Allen. 

Mr. Ackman. Mr. Gray. 

Mr. Jefferson. Mrs. Bradshaw. 
Mr. Burton. Mrs. Hippisley. 
Mr. Mace. Mrs. Mathews. 
Mr. Vaughan. Mrs. Simson, and 
Mr. Champness. Miss Mills. 

Mr. Bulbrick. 


With new music, scenes, machines, habits, 
and other: rations. 


This superb exhibition, which was (owing to the royal 
presence) merely suffered on the first night, was repeated on 
the Wednesday following with violent contentions between 
its supporters and opposers; but being announced a third 
time for Tuesday the 18th, the people setino bounds to their 
rage, and the house itself nearly fell a sacrifice to their fury. 
The play was ‘‘ Essex,” and after the tragedy the opposition 
began ; the nobility went even so far as to draw their swords 
in protection of the piece, but all would not do, and the 
managers were at length forced to lay it aside. Mr. Garrick 
some night after, appearing as Archer, in the Beaua Strata- 
gem, was called on to apologise to the opposition party ; but 
he, after representing to the audience, the injury his pro- 
perty had suffered, concluded his address by declaring to 
them (after acknowledging all the favors he had received of 
them) that “ unless he was that night permitted to perform 
his duty to the best of his abilities, he was above want, 
superior to insult, and would never—never appear upon the 
stage again!’”’ This bold and manly defence electrified his 
wondering and admiring auditors ;—A pause of two or three 
seconds ensued—and then,—an unanimous and thundering 
burst of applause declared their satisfaction and forgivness, 
and did equal justice to Mr. Garrick and their own feelings. 
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